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SUBJECT: NEW CALL FOR IMPORT CONTROLS 
REF: LONDON 19590 

1 . LABOR PARTY GENERAL SECRETARY RON HAYWARD HAS 
RENEWED DEMANDS ON THE GOVERNMENT FOR WIDE RANGING 
IMPORT CONTROLS, BUT THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT PLANS TO TAKE ANY ACTION BEYOND ITS VERY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 LONDON 00901 191926Z 

MODEST PROGRAM ANNOUNCED IN DECEMBER. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


2. IN A JANUARY 16 STATEMENT CONSISTENT WITH LABOUR 
PARTY POLICY DECISIONS OF LAST OCTOBER’ HAYWARD CALLED 
FOR THE IMPOSITION OF A 15 PER CENT SURCHARGE ON TWO- 
THIRDS OF MANUFACTURED AND SEMI-MANUFACTURED IMPORTS IN 
ORDER TO SAVE 300.000 JOBS. HE LABELLED THE GOVERN- 
MENT'S IMPORT CURBS AS OF "LITTLE VALUE" AND AGAIN 
REJECTED THE ARGUMENT THAT MASSIVE RETALIATION WOULD 
FOLLOW FROM BPIT AIN'S TRADING PARTNERS. IN LATER 
PRIVATE CONVEPSATION WITH EMBASSY OFFICERS, HAYWARD 
SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD NOT BEEN HAPPY WITH HIS STATE- 
MENT BUT HE HAD TO DO IT BECAUSE OF HIS RESPONSIBILITY 

TO SUPPORT LABOUR PARTY POLICIES. 

3. COMMENT. HAYWARD'S STATEMENT BREAKS THE RELATIVE 
QUIET THAT HAS RECENTLY CHARACTERIZED THE IMPORT RESTRIC- 
TIONS FRONT, UT THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT HE IS DO- 
ING ANYTHING MORE THAN KEEPING THE ISSUE ALIVE AND MAK- 
ING A RECORD FOR FUTURE BATTLES. WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE 

TO SUGGEST THAT CHANCELLOR HEALEY OR TRADE MINISTER 
SHORE HAVE SOFTENED THEIR OPPOSITION TO IMPORT CONTROLS. 
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